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Grades 6-8  
Do Top Dogs Rule in Middle School? Evidence on Bullying, Safety, and Belonging http://aer.sagepub.com/content/early/2016/07/07/0002831216657177.full.pdf+html?ijkey=5rYuHMOFCG3nc&keytype=ref&siteid=spaer  
The Impact of Alternative Grade Configurations on Student Outcomes through Middle and 
High School http://www.edweek.org/media/gradeconfiguration-13structure.pdf  
Grade Configuration Among Middle School Students Isn’t the Problem (cites research) http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2012/06/18/the-middle-school-conundrum/grade-configuration-among-middle-school-students-isnt-the-problem 
 
What Does the Research Say About Middle School Grade Configuration (Grade 6-8) https://www.relcentral.org/what-does-the-research-say-about-middle-school-grade-configuration-grade-6-8-2/ 
 
How Can Middle Schools Best Organize to Help Young Adolescents Thrive? 
https://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2016/10/10/how-can-middle-schools-best-organize-to-
help-young-adolescents-thrive/   


Grades PreK-K  
Facilitating the Transition to Kindergarten: What ECLS-K Data Tell Us about School Practices 
Then and Now http://ero.sagepub.com/content/2/3/2332858416655766.full.pdf+html  
The Primary Years Agenda: Strategies to Guide District Action http://pdk.sagepub.com/content/96/3/63.full  
Ready or Not, Here Come the Preschoolers! http://pdk.sagepub.com/content/92/3/32.full  


Grades K-12   
Grade Configuration: Who Goes Where? http://www.nmusd.us/district/cm_zone/grade_configuration.pdf   


Other District Reports  Wayland Public Schools (highlights below) Link may not work – please copy and paste the url 
below. http://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/Superintendent/Building%20Use%20Task%20Force/Elementary%20Grade%20Configuration%20Final%20Report.pdf 
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● The research indicated that decisions to change grade configurations at any level is typically 
driven by enrollment, building options, and budget, rather than as a means to improve student 
achievement. 


● The factors that a school district should consider during grade configuration changes include 
the demographics/population of community, preferred school size, site availability, impact on 
transportation costs, length of bus ride, desired number of transitions, and parent involvement.  


● There's relatively limited research on elementary school grade configurations in peer-reviewed 
journals.  Weston Public Schools (highlight below) 


● We have reviewed educational literature and learned that grade configuration options are 
wide ranging, that their implementation is influenced by community values, available facilities 
and budget constraints, and that there is no universal, optimal solution.    


Summary from Visioning Sessions  Participants were asked to place dots between grade levels where they believed the natural developmental breaks occur in students Pk-K= 11 K-1= 31 1-2= 3 2-3= 12 3-4= 2 4-5= 6 5-6= 38  6-7= 26 7-8= 1 8-9= 55 9-10= 6 This data suggests that the ideal grade configuration in AB would be PK-K; 1-5; 6-8; 9-12  We also surveyed visioning participants about their preferred grade configuration. 40 attendees participated in the survey.   PreK-K     49% K-6 Elementary   23% K-5 Elem & 6-8 Middle   6% PreK-K and 6-8 Middle 23%  Some benefits of grade configurations include:  PK-K 
● An early childhood center would allow for early intervention and collaboration around practices for PK, K, and possibly a transition class. 
● Teachers and the school district would get to know students and their needs before they are placed in a specific elementary school program 
● Parents would get to know the district before they select an elementary school 
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● Would allow more developmentally appropriate educational practices, classroom design and playgrounds for early childhood. 
● We could schedule as many All Day Kindergarten and Half Day Kindergarten classes as requested 
● We could have more intense support for English Language Learners, Speech and Language, OT/PT for younger children 
● Preschool and Kindergarten teachers from across the district could collaborate  
● Remove stigma of retention in Kindergarten 
● Students from across both towns could get to know each other before they go to the individual elementary schools and then they come back together at the Jr. High 
● Would allow continued school choice for grades 1-6  6-8 
● A 6-8 middle school would allow teachers and administrators to get to know students better, provide longer adjustment times for students, and increase and change expectations based on 6-8 MA standards. 
● 6th graders’ needs feel different than elementary needs 
● K-6 is a large developmental span – 1-6 is a more manageable developmental span 
● Keeping grade 6 at the elementary schools keeps the 6th grade students younger and allows for closer care 
● K-6 or 1-6 is better because it allows AB to keep the community of grade level students smaller, provide for differentiation, and meet the needs of individual students in a better way. 
● There are benefits to grade 6 in elementary schools but standards shift and make delivering curriculum harder on the elementary schedule. 
● 6th graders are mostly ready for more autonomy and responsibility 
● Minimize the number of transitions 
● Teacher licensing affects what grades you can teach 
● Keep kids at the younger groupings longer 
● Jr. High is meant to adjust kids and be prepared for HS. 2 years is the right amount of time; 3 years is excessive. 
● Starting JH at 6th grade increases stress and starts the process of grades and levels even sooner making it worse for high school students 
● Need 2 years of HS before 11th grade because there is so much pressure during junior year that starting students in 10th grade would leave students unprepared 
● 6th graders seem to fit in elementary schools at the start of the year but shift to a jr. high mentality half way through the year. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































